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Gettysburg

Sale

Gettysburg ONLINE SALE – May 1st & 2nd 
Sale hosted by Curry Wagner Farm
Hummelstown, PA  - 717-991-0387 
Cattle at sale site for viewing

] Bred Hiefers ] Bred Cows ] Pairs ]

] Show Prospects ] Bulls ] Elite Embryos ]

] Some of the Northeast's Finest! ]

New York Simmental Members 
consigning cattle:

Creek Bend Farm 
Dan & Stacy Workman -  -717-451-2295
Elm Side Farm 
Art Reynolds -   607-434-3058
Hillcrest Farm
Gary & Cindy Bertrand - 774-272-1235     
Mountain View Simmental 
Tom & Barbara Vossler - 717-337-1615
Stewart Simmental Cattle 
Greg Stewart - 717-644-3224 
Simme Valley 
Jeanne White -  607-423-4888

Sale Manager:
Doug & Debbie Parke  
Drew & Holli Hatmaker
153 Bourbon Hills • Paris KY 40361
(859) 987-5758 • (859) 987-0709 fax
(859) 421-6100 mobile • e-mail: office@dpsalesllc.com
Catalog on line:  http://parkelivestock.com/



eNews 
March 29, 2020
ASA Special Announcement:
We hope this finds members and families of the Simmental Community safe and healthy. This is a time 
when we see and hear how communities care and support one-another, and know the Simmental 
Community is one that steps up to meet the challenges. Our thoughts and prayers are with everyone.
Montana is under stay-at-home order. ASA is considered essential; we will be able to provide some 
services although the response time may be longer than normal.
We are happy to assist you, the best way to communicate is either through a phone call or by email to 
the addresses listed below. No travel is approved for ASA staff regardless of the state they live in at this time.

Here are hints and email addresses for staff to assist you better.
Registrations, Transfers and Submitting Data:
1. Take advantage of Herdbook Services and enter your data, registrations and transfers yourself.

Don’t order printed paper registration certificates if you don’t need them. (They can be produced at
any time – at no cost the first time- if you find that you need one. (Say Y to register and N to issue 
a certificate.)

If you come across an error you cannot resolve, email:  simmental@simmgene.com  the job number and 
problem you have encountered.
2. If you are unfamiliar with submitting data through Herdbook Services – schedule an appointment with
a staff member to step you through the first animal record.
3. If you choose not to use Herdbook Services, scan your completed application (or transfer certificates)
and email to: simmental@simmgene.com

There will be a delay in mailing registration certificates and performance information through April 10 currently.
Total Herd Enrollment:
Fall 2020 enrollment starts April 15. If you haven’t received your enrollment packet via email in the past, 
please request to do so now. We’ll be happy to step you through enrollment electronically between April 
15 and June 15.
1. Take advantage of Herdbook Services and enter your enrollment yourself.
2. If you come across an error you cannot resolve, email: simmental@simmgene.com  the job number
and problem you have encountered.
3. If you are unfamiliar with submitting your enrollment – schedule an appointment with a staff member
to step you through the first animal record.
4. If you choose not to use Herdbook Services, scan your completed enrollment and email to:
simmental@simmgene.com
Make a Payment:
1. Take advantage and pay your balance due by credit card through
2. Question on your billing/invoices? Email: simmental@simmgene.com
DNA Assistance and/or Ordering Kits:
1. eMail:
2. For a DNA kit or paperwork request, please make sure you have included all the necessary
information below. A helpful order form is available at: .
Required information for DNA kit or paperwork request:

ASA registration/on-file number for animal (required for GGP-HD, GGP-LD and GGP-uLD --testing)
Sex
Sire’s registration number
Dam’s registration number
Testing requested
Sample collection type (blood card, hair card, TSU)

There will be a delay in the shipment of kits and DNA supplies through April 10 currently.
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Basic care ensures calving success
For profitability in a cow-calf enterprise, cows should be 
fertile and healthy, with almost all of them pregnant at the 
end of breeding season. The next step is having all those
 calves born alive and healthy.

Heather Smith Thomas | Feb 20, 2020

The riskiest time in a calf’s life is birth. In a Montana 
study some years back, 68% of calves that died were 
lost during their first three days of life, and 66% of 
those losses were due to problems associated with 
birth. These losses can be minimized with genetic 
selection and good calving management — assisting 
a cow or heifer if needed.
Being able to recognize normal stages of labor and 
timing that progress help you judge whether or not a cow or heifer needs help. It’s important to know how 
long, and in what circumstances, to leave her laboring, and when to help her or seek veterinary 
assistance. 
Don’t intervene too soon, before the cervix is dilated, or you may injure her by pulling the calf through 
that narrow opening.
If you pull too soon and too steadily, a partially opened cervix tends to be pulled out of place, like a 
sleeve—pulling it cone-like ahead of the calf and restricting the diameter. A too-strong pull may tear it. 
The cervix opens as the calf presses intermittently on it with each contraction; a hard, steady pull on the 
calf can delay this process.
Once the calf is in proper position and the cervix nearly fully dilated, there’s no point in waiting if it’s 
taking too long to come through. The calf is subjected to pressure from uterine contractions and the 
constricted area in the birth canal.
Each time the cow strains, her abdominal contractions put pressure on and constrict the blood vessels to 
the uterus, resulting in diminished oxygen supply to the calf. 
If this goes on a long time, the calf may be born weak, unconscious or dead. If it’s born in cold weather, it 
won’t be able to shiver to keep warm if his muscles are short on oxygen, and it’s more at risk for chilling. 
A calf that spends minimal time in the birth canal is lively and strong, getting up more quickly to find the udder.
If nothing shows after a cow starts straining, check her to see if the calf is being presented normally or 
not, or is too large to be born. It’s healthier for both cow and calf if you can assist before the cow is 
fatigued and the calf compromised by being in the birth canal too long. 
It’s time to check her if she’s been in early labor more than six to eight hours; straining hard for more 
than one hour, with nothing showing; if the feet show when she strains and then go back in; if the 
amniotic fluid has turned brown; if the calf’s feet look upside down or only one foot appears; or if 
progress has halted.
Your assessment will help you know whether to give the cow more time, call the vet to correct a problem, 
or go ahead and pull a calf that’s started into the birth canal in proper position but is coming too slow 
because it’s big.
Decide whether it can be safely pulled or if you’ll need your vet to do a C-section. When the calf’s head 
is starting through the cow’s pelvis, if there isn’t room to force your fingers between his forehead and the 
pelvis, it won’t fit.
If you can’t determine the calf’s position or have tried for 30 minutes to correct a problem and are unable 
to correct it or extract the calf, call your vet — unless you are making progress. Don’t spend too long in 
futile efforts, or it may be too late for the calf after you decide you can’t get it delivered.
Other instances in which you should call the vet are if you discover a tear in the birth canal or uterus; if 
there are abnormal aspects of the calf, such as forehead too large, fused joints — legs unable to flex to 
maneuver into the birth canal; or some other problem that would hinder birth progress.
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Newborn calf care
If you had to assist a birth, make sure the calf is breathing, gets up quickly and finds the udder. After it 
starts breathing, treat the navel (umbilical cord stump). If the cow calved on grassy pasture, there’s less 
chance for bacterial infection; but if she calves in mud, manure or a dirty barn stall, or if you had to bring 
her in from pasture to assist the birth, there’s risk for infection. 

Head it off by dipping the cord stump in tincture of 
iodine or chlorhexidine. Iodine kills pathogens and 
serves as an astringent to help the stump dry 
more quickly and seal off. 

Dip the entire cord stump in a small container, 
making sure it’s fully saturated. If the cord broke 
off long and might drag the ground, break it to 
make it shorter before immersing it, leaving just a 
3-inch stump. Have clean hands, and pull it
between your hands. Never create a jerk on the
calf’s belly.

One application of iodine may not be enough to dry the stump quickly. You may have to repeat the 
process during the first 24 hours. Bull calves take longer for the cord to dry, since they often urinate lying 
down, keeping the navel area wet.
Make sure every calf nurses soon after birth. Calves born easily and naturally on pasture, with good 
mamas, generally accomplish this. If weather is cold or the cow doesn’t mother the calf, or if the calf is 
compromised by a difficult birth and doesn’t nurse on its own, restrain the cow and guide the calf to the 
udder; or feed it by bottle (or stomach tube or esophageal feeder if it can’t suckle). 

The cow’s first milk is crucial to the health and survival of the calf. Most calves that become ill and die 
later did not receive adequate colostrum. Colostrum provides energy and generates body warmth in cold 
weather, and acts as a laxative to help the calf pass its first bowel movements.
But most importantly, it contains key antibodies against disease. Some of these are absorbed directly 
into the blood and lymph systems, passing through the intestinal wall if the calf nurses soon enough.

These help fight systemic infections and give temporary immunity to common diseases, and attack 
pathogens like pasteurella, streptococcus or salmonella that might cause septicemia. Other antibodies 
stay in the gut to attack any scours-causing pathogens the calf ingests.
If the cow had strong immunity to various diseases — you kept her on a good vaccination program 
before calving — antibodies in her colostrum provide immediate protection as soon as the calf nurses.  It 
does no good to vaccinate the cow against scour-causing pathogens if the calf doesn’t nurse within a 
few hours of birth. 
Its ability to absorb antibodies into the bloodstream begins to lessen as soon as it’s born; by 4 hours of 
age, it’s lost 75% of that ability. If it takes longer than an hour to nurse, help it nurse its dam, or provide 

substitute colostrum from another cow or a commercial product.

It’s wise to have frozen colostrum for emergencies. Commercial substitutes are handy, but not as good 
as the real thing. 

Weaning a healthy crop of calves — with minimal illness and no losses — is the goal, and more readily 
accomplished with good calving management. 

Smith Thomas is a rancher and freelance writer based in Salmon, Idaho.
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Jeanne White, Owner
Phil Paradis, Manager

Groton, NY
607-423-4888 cell

 Jeanne@SimmeValley.com
www.SimmeValley.com

Show cattle & breeding stock for sale at all times.  Bull calves & show steers available through the summer.   We strive for Satisfied 
Customers.    Our cattle work for us and their new owners, performing on grass in the summer and hay in the winter. 

Watch for our consignments to the Stars & Stripes Sale on the 1st  Sat in May – selling full sib with Heifer calf by Pendleton

            Eye Candy 2-24-17 Mack AF x HPF Desa Rae 811U
 Bull – “Gambler” - Kappes Pendleton 1-1-19 sold to Ortensi Farm

Producing Stylish Predictable 
Simmental Cattle 

that perform in and out of the show ring

Simme Valley 
Eye Candy

Visitors
Are 

Always
Welcome

 Simme Valley 

Eye Candy 
&   Gambler

Supreme Champion in 
NYSF Supreme Show

mailto:Jeanne@SimmeValley.com
http://www.SimmeValley.com/


Newborn Calves Need Umbilical Cord Care
Jim Dickrell, March 4, 2020

Some 15% to 20% of newborn dairy calves develop umbilical cord infections after birth, with 1.6% of 
those resulting in death.

So it’s imperative care givers do all they can to ensure calves are born in clean, dry environments with 
fresh, unsoiled bedding, says Ellan Dufour, a dairy specialist with Hubbard Feeds.

“At birth the cord ruptures, disconnecting the dam from the calf, and the umbilical stump is left dangling 
from the calf’s navel where it eventually dries up and falls off,” she explains. “Before the cord dries, the 
passageway to the calf’s bloodstream is still open, leaving the naïve immune system of the calf 
susceptible to infection and disease via navel contamination.”

Navel infections can lead to reduced body weight gains early in life, and if severe, can lead to sepsis and 
death. Umbilical cord infections are most commonly caused by Staph. aureus, Strep. bovis and E. coli.

So the next step in preventing these infections is dipping the umbilical stump in an effective antibacterial 
solution as soon after birth as possible. “Calf raisers typically use small, disposable cups to dip the cord; 
this allows for complete coverage and also limits calf-to-calf pathogen exposure,” says Dufour.

“Using a spray bottle to spray solution on the
navel and cord is inadequate, as the spraying 
does not offer consistent, total coverage, 
making the cord susceptible to pathogen 
exposure.

A 7% tincture of iodine solution is preferred 
because the alcohol present in it helps dry out 
the cord. A solution less than 7% will not offer 
the protection a calf needs and has been 
shown to be ineffective, she says. For more 
options, click here.

Dufour also says it’s important to check each 
calf’s navel area two to three times during its 
first week of life to ensure it is fully healed and 
dry. A hardened navel that is enlarged (it 
should be no bigger than the diameter of a 
pencil after three to five days) or causes the 
calf discomfort when squeezed might be signs 
of an infection. Fevers are also indicative of 
infections.
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THORPE FARMSTHORPE FARMS
USDA ALL-NATURAL

BEEF
PORK

Retail / Wholesale

SIM-ANGUS CATTLE
2021 Route 11, LAFAYETTE, NY 13084

NYS
AWARD-WINNING

QUALITY HAY
Retail / Wholesale

Shelley Thorpe                             Tim Thorpe
315-677-3342           www.ThorpeFarms.com

Breeding Purebred 
 & Percentage 

Simmentals

Hillcrest1011@gmail.com 

 Visitors always 
       welcome.. 

508.832.8313 

Ah – ha 
Caught you looking!

See there – you DO read ads.
Your AD could be here for 

$6/issue x 5 = $30/year

Mary Gumaer



The Ring of Champions program recognizes those cattle that have been the 
highest achievers of ribbons and banners at the ASA’s major PTP shows, which 
include the American Royal, Kansas City, MO;

North American International Livestock Exposition, Louisville KY; National Western 
Stock Show, Denver, CO; and Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo, Fort Worth, TX
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Artificial Insemination 
Technique
This article provides a review for those already familiar with AI technique, emphasizing 
reproductive anatomy, sanitation, and accuracy of semen deposition. 
ARTICLES | UPDATED: JULY 2, 2012 

Within the cattle industry there has been a 
shift away from hiring professional 
technicians to artificially breed cattle and 
toward artificial insemination by owner- 
inseminators.  Such a trend should not 
suggest that artificial insemination (AI) is an 
easy technique or that all owner- 
inseminators are proficient in AI. The 
pregnancy rates achieved by owner- 
inseminators differ by as much as 23
percent. Obviously, not all inseminators 
have acquired the skill to obtain
consistently high conception rates in their 
cattle.

Most breeding organizations offer instruction in AI technique, but the overall quality, intensity of training, 
and specific recommendations may vary considerably among instructional programs. Most agricultural 
colleges devote a whole course or part of a course to the technique of artificial insemination.
In developing the manual skills needed for insemination, trainees should work with numerous 
reproductive tracts and receive considerable practice inseminating a variety of live cows. Developing the 
skill to thread the insemination rod through the cervix should not be the only objective. AI training 
programs should also emphasize the importance of sanitation and the perfection of skills to consistently 
identify the proper site of semen deposition and to accurately deposit the semen. In addition, trainees 
should obtain a good understanding of reproductive anatomy and appreciate the essentials of a sound 
reproductive management program.
While artificial insemination proficiency of professional technicians is monitored by nonreturn rates 
(calculated by the breeding organizations), the conception rate obtained by owner-inseminators is not 
monitored and routine retraining generally is not provided. The purpose of this fact sheet is to provide a 
review for those individuals already familiar with the AI technique, with special emphasis on
reproductive anatomy, sanitation, and accuracy of semen deposition.

Reproductive anatomy
In the early days of AI there was controversy among researchers about the optimum site for semen 
deposition. A study conducted in Canada provided evidence that fertility was highest when semen was 
deposited in the uterine body. Researchers currently are reexamining insemination technique to 
determine the proper site of semen deposition.
Failure to understand the anatomical and functional relationships among the various tissues and organs 
of the reproductive system may lead to consistent insemination errors. Most AI training schools use 
excised tracts to illustrate reproductive anatomy. Often the tracts are dissected to allow students to view 
the interior of the uterus. This is a useful exercise; however, dissection can distort the relationship
between various regions. Figure 1 is an illustration of the reproductive anatomy of the cow and a 
radiograph (photograph of an X-ray) of the cervical region and uterus. Radiography allows students to 
view the intact tract and simultaneously observe the interior of the uterine body and horns and, in many 
cases, the cervical canal.
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Figure 1.  Diagram (side, or lateral, view) of the reproductive anatomy of the cow and radiograph (top,
or dorsal, view) of the cervix, uterine body, and uterine horns.
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The uterine body is the area between the internal cervical os and the internal uterine bifurcation, where 
the uterine horns begin to separate inside the reproductive tract. In measurements taken from 
radiographs of 580 reproductive tracts, this distance averaged 5/8 of an inch. Two-thirds of the tracts had 
a uterine body length between 3/8 and 7/8 of an inch. Obviously, there is not much room for
error in placement of the insemination rod tip.
While palpating the reproductive tract to find the landmarks for insemination, the inseminator usually 
obtains an idea of the overall size of the reproductive tract. Some inseminators may have the impression 
that the larger the cervix or the longer the reproductive tract, the larger the uterine body. This assumption 
is incorrect. Insemination errors can result from such misconceptions about size of the uterine
body in relation to the overall size of the reproductive tract.

Preparations for insemination and sanitation
Here are some important steps to follow and points to remember:
* Ensure that the cow to be bred is truly in heat. Research studies indicate between 7 and 20 percent of
the cattle inseminated are not in heat.
* Restrain the cow first and then thaw the semen. The restraint area should be familiar to the cow and
free of stressful conditions. Unnecessary excitement may interfere with physiological mechanisms
important to achieving a good conception rate.
* Develop good sanitary procedures and insemination practices. It is easier to learn good habits than to
break bad habits.

1. Insemination supplies should be kept dry and clean at all times. Breeding sheaths should be
stored in the original package until used.

2. Once the insemination device is assembled it must be protected from contamination and cold
shock temperatures.

3. Materials used to lubricate the rectum should not come in contact with the vulva region.
Lubricants are generally spermicidal. Avoid using products that are irritating.

4. The vulva region must be thoroughly wiped clean with a paper towel. This is important in
helping prevent the interior of the reproductive tract from becoming contaminated and possibly infected. 
A folded paper towel can be inserted into the lower portion of the vulva. The insemination rod can then 
be placed between the folds of the towel and inserted into the vagina without contacting the lips of
the vulva.

5. Protective rods or sheaths are used in herds or for specific cows where vulvovaginal infection is
a problem. When this system is used, the standard insemination rod and plastic sheath are inserted into 
the larger protective rod or sheath. This double rod combination is passed through the vagina to the 
external cervical opening. At the cervix, the tip of the protective device is punctured by the insemination 
rod, which is then threaded through the cervix. This technique should only be used following the 
recommendations of a veterinarian, extension specialist, or AI representative -- and only when specific 
diseases have been diagnosed or suspected.
General tips for insemination technique
To avoid the possibility of entering the urethral opening on the floor of the vagina, the insemination rod 
should be inserted into the vulva upward at a 30   ̊ to 40   ̊ angle.  
* The anterior portion of the vagina, termed the fornix vagina, tends to stretch rather easily when the
insemination rod is pushed forward and beyond the cervix.
* This may give the false impression that the rod is advancing through the cervix, when indeed it is
above, below, or to either side of the cervix. The inseminator should be able to feel the rod within the
vaginal fold, but unable to feel the rod tip within the cervix.
* Remember to place the cervix onto the insemination rod. Maintain slight forward pressure on the rod
while manipulating the cervix slightly ahead of the rod.
* The target for semen deposition, the uterine body, is quite small (Figure 1).  Accurate rod tip placement
is probably the most important skill involved in the whole AI technique. Inseminators generally identify
this target area by feeling for the end of the cervix and the tip of the rod as the rod emerges through the
internal os or opening. Depositing the semen in the cervix or randomly in the uterine horns may result in
lower conception rates.
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* Once the rod tip is aligned with the internal cervical os, deposit the semen.  Semen deposition should
take about five seconds. Slow delivery maximizes the amount of semen delivered from the straw and
minimizes the unequal flow of semen into one uterine horn.
* During the process of semen deposition, take care that the fingers of the palpating hand are not
inadvertently blocking a uterine horn or misdirecting the flow of semen in some manner.
* Be careful not to pull the insemination rod back through the cervix while the semen is being expelled.
* If the cow has moved during semen deposition or you think the rod has moved, stop the semen
deposition and correctly reposition the rod tip before continuing semen deposition.

Accuracy of insemination
Critically evaluating the accuracy of insemination has been difficult. For many years, the dye method was 
used to evaluate the proficiency of professional technicians. Excised reproductive tracts were 
inseminated with a biological dye in place of semen. In some cases, live cows were inseminated with 
dye and the tracts were examined immediately after slaughter. The location of the dye within the tract
indicated the site of semen deposition.
Table 1 summarizes the results of dye inseminations in live cows and relates the results to the field 
performance of technicians (60- to 90-day nonreturn ratings).  Nonreturn rate is an indirect measure of 
fertility. Technicians with a nonreturn rate greater than 78 percent achieved 86 percent of their dye 
depositions in the uterine body and they had no extrauterine inseminations. Inseminations by technicians 
with nonreturn rates below 70 percent resulted in only 34 percent of the dye depositions in the uterine 
body and 31 percent extrauterine inseminations. It appears that accurate semen deposition is correlated 
with successful conception rates.

Table 1. Percentage of dye depositions in various regions of the reproductive tract by inseminators with 
low and high breeding efficiency.
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The dye method has some limitations. The location of the insemination rod tip cannot be determined, 
and manipulation of the reproductive tract during slaughter or dissection can distort the distribution of 
the dye.
Researchers at The Pennsylvania State University have used radiography to evaluate insemination 
technique accuracy. This method allows the interior of the tract to be viewed without dissection and the 
location of the insemination rod to be easily seen. Twenty professional technicians and twenty owner-
inseminators were evaluated by this technique. Each participant inseminated twenty reproductive
tracts. Two radiographs were evaluated for each insemination. The first was taken after insemination 
rod placement and the second after semen deposition. Placement of the rod tip was assessed from the 
first radiograph and distribution of semen from the second.
Analysis of radiographs of all inseminations indicated that only 39 percent of the rod tip placements 
were within the uterine body. Placements in the cervix, right uterine horn, and left uterine horn were 25, 
23, and 13 percent, respectively. Semen distribution, determined from the second radiograph, showed 
that 40 percent of the semen was located in the uterine body or equally distributed in both uterine 
horns.  The remaining 60 percent was located in the cervix or disproportionately in one uterine horn. 
Accurate distribution of semen was significantly related to proper placement of the insemination rod. 
Figures 2a and 2b illustrate correct rod tip placement and semen distribution. Figures 2c, 2d, 2e, and 2f 
illustrate examples of incorrect AI technique.

No differences were found between professional 
technicians and ownerinseminators in their 
abilities to place the rod tip accurately or to 
distribute the semen properly. However, 
considerable variation was found among all 
inseminators in their ability to position the 
insemination rod correctly. Among all the 
participants in this study, the percentage of 
correct placements within the uterine body 
ranged from 0 to 85 percent of the insemination 
attempts. These individuals are probably a
representative sample of professional 
technicians and owner-inseminators breeding
cows throughout the country. The results clearly 
indicate that consistent placement of the rod tip 
within the uterine body is a difficult task. Accurate 
insemination technique requires mental 
concentration, attention to detail, and a clear
understanding of reproductive anatomy, as well 
as the ability to identify the target area and 
properly position the insemination rod. The 
variation seen in this study and in other studies 
suggests that certain individuals have acquired 
or perfected these skills to a much greater 
degree than others. It further demonstrates the 
need for routine retraining and updating of both 
professionals and owner-inseminators.
Subsequent to the Penn State study, research 
from Washington State University showed that 
retrograde movement of sperm into the vagina 
was 2-fold greater following cervical semen 
deposition compared to uterine deposition. 
Cervical semen deposition results in significant 
loss of sperm.
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Evaluating success and need for retraining
Owner-inseminators should calculate the first-service conception rate for their herds during a 6-month 
interval. They should review breeding charts and consider only those cows that have been bred long 
enough to have been pregnancy checked.  Strive for a goal of 45 percent first-service conception rate. 
In smaller herds there may not be enough first service during a 6-month period to determine the
conception rate accurately. In that case, inseminators should summarize first services over 12 months 
or calculate the percentage of cows pregnant after three breedings. In very large herds, calculate 
conception rate more often than every 6 months.
In any size herd, services per conception is another index of breeding performance related to the 
effectiveness of insemination technique. A reasonable goal is to maintain a rate of fewer than 1.8 
services for pregnant cows. Livestock producers must realize that other factors in addition to AI 
technique can affect conception rate and services per conception.
If an evaluation of your records indicates that your insemination technique may be a problem area, then 
you should consider attending an AI retraining session. The effectiveness of retraining can be seen in 
Table 2. If the magnitude of improvement is 8 percent for professional technicians, it may be even 
greater for ownerinseminators.

Table 2. Effect of retraining professional technicians using the dye deposition technique.

All inseminators should periodically attend a retraining course to review their technique, learn new developments, and obtain 
recommendations regarding AI technique.
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Simms SimmENTALS
David A Simms

Beverly, Amanda and JW

Simms Cattle, Show Sheep

296 Illinois Route 15
Albion, Illinois 62806

618-841-4135

bsimms13@yahoo.com

HATESAUL FARM
Chris Hatesaul

Cattle for Sale                   Farm: 570-537-2012
Freezer Beef                    1636 Jackson Ctr Rd

Hay for Sale               Millerton, PA 16936
Simmental Heifers & Feeders – 
Custom Cut Halves & Quarters

    

Edward Koss
and Sons

4904 Gomer Hill Road
Turin, NY 13473

H. 315.348.5050
C. 610.390.3506

edk348@yahoo.com
FREEZER BEEF

AVAILABLE 

Registered Fullblood
Simmentals

Nathaniel & Savannah Martin
156 Newton Rd.

Potsdam, NY 13676
(315) 265-0026

Meat                    Dairy                    Draft 
         

World Headquarters:
210 Patterson Road

Richfield Springs, NY 13439

Phone:  315-430-6791 – Vince
Phone:  315-717-9365 – Donna

dexter@mihulkafarms.com

Vince and Donna

Fresh Produce, Free Range Chickens
Fresh Strawberries in season
Fresh Asparagus in season

Registered Saanen Dairy Goats
Registered Simmental Cattle

mailto:edk348@yahoo.com


            Beef Industry
Association News: To thrive, 
breed associations must cooperate
By Dr. Bob Hough, WLJ correspondent 
Mar 5, 2020 Updated Mar 26, 2020
As recently as the 1960s, the Hereford breed registered more cattle than all of today’s breeds combined. 
Many other Continental breeds’ growth peaked in the 1980s with numerous breeds registering over 
50,000 head. However, today the only breeds that reach the 50,000-head plateau are Angus, Red Angus 
and Hereford. Additionally, Simmental is not far behind in terms of critical mass, however, most breeds 
have experienced a significant decline in registrations and the revenue associated with it.

Traditionally, the services desired by breeders from their associations have included: herdbook; 
performance database; information technology and programming; breed improvement; research; breed 
marketing; promotion; commercial marketing; magazine; field staff; registry; junior program; physical 
plant; and comptroller.

However, the number of breeds that can maintain this full list of services is few, so associations must 
learn to cooperate in order to survive and remain relevant. This cooperation includes taking advantage of 
services offered by the National Center for Beef Excellence (NCBE) and International Genetic Solutions 
(IGS). Another example is the breeds Salers, South Devon and Aberdeen moving under one roof.

National Center for Beef Excellence
The concept of the NCBE is to provide an organization to cover areas which breed associations can no 
longer afford independently. This currently includes seven breeds, and the services they provide range 
from total registry systems for small breeds like Romagnola and Red Devon to doing freelance video 
work for large breeds like Angus.

The most popular service they provide is in breed improvement and database management. The later—
with the high costs of Ph.D. geneticists and computer programmers—make for a prohibitive expense for 
all but the largest associations. This is despite the critical need for the objective selection tools to keep 
breeds relevant in the commercial industry.

The mission of the NCBE reflects the diverse tools it provides the industry: “The NCBE serves the beef 
industry by facilitating innovation and connectivity through the different segments of the beef industry. 
We offer staffing, resources and software to beef breed associations, seedstock producers, commercial 
herds and beef industry start-ups to advance their ideas and increase their opportunity for success.”

The center works with only a small fulltime staff, opting instead to lean on contract labor to provide the 
diverse services it offers. This makes it easy for the center to expand and contract various parts of the 
business it offers the industry. Contract and freelance staffing also help avoid the large expense of 
benefits needed to maintain a fulltime staff.

The center’s executive director, Tonya Amen, is optimistic about the center’s future role in the beef 
industry. She points out that it is organizations like the NCBE that will allow breeds to remain 
autonomous. However, the larger goal is to have more breeds located under one roof to avoid 
unnecessary duplication of efforts and expenses.  

International Genetic Solutions
IGS is a company that calculates weekly genomically enhanced across-breed genetic predictions. The 
breeds currently involved include Simmental, Red Angus, Shorthorn, Gelbvieh, Limousin, Salers and 
South Devon, as well as most of their Canadian counterparts. The mission of IGS is to deliver “the best 
objectively described, user-friendly and science-based genetic predictions to enhance the profitability of 

17



beef cattle producers.”

These breeds combined have the largest across-breed dataset in the beef industry, as well as the 
technical support to maintain the service on the cutting edge. According to IGS, “This includes over 16 
million animals and 340,000-plus new animals being added annually; IGS has the largest genetic 
evaluation system for beef cattle in the world—a system that provides commercial producers with the 
most powerful and user-friendly selection tools that have ever existed.”

In a larger sense, IGS gives the smaller associations the critical mass to compete with the genetic 
analysis conducted by Angus Genetics Inc. Most importantly, all the breeds’ genetic predictions are on 
the same base and scale, making the across-breed EPDs directly comparable when designing a 
crossbreeding system. It also provides the breeds with all the infrastructure they cannot afford including 
Ph.D. geneticists, profession database management, and computer programming.

The way the industry has developed, the IGS breeds are not in competition with each other. Instead, 
their competition is straight-breeding Angus vs. crossbreeding with the participating breeds. Therefore, 
the design and tools provided by IGS are critical for the participating breeds to maintain and grow 
commercial market share.

Salers’ model
A good example of a breed that has maintained a viable national headquarters despite a decline in 
registration is the American Salers Association. They have accomplished this by putting the South Devon 
and Aberdeen breeds under the same roof as Salers. They are also taking advantage of IGS by having 
them calculate the genetic predictions for Salers and South Devon.

Salers Executive Vice President Sherry Doubet is quick to point out the synergies and challenges of 
working with multiple breeds.

First, she is proud that these partnerships have allowed them to maintain a talented fulltime staff. This 
includes supplying the staff with competitive benefits package, which Doubet feels is one of the keys in 
retaining a talent.

According to Doubet, two major items allow for the system to be successful. One is that Aberdeen 
include EPDs, so their work tends to be spread year-round, while Salers and South Devon have a rush 
of data when cattle are weaned in the fall.

The other key is Australia’s Agriculture Business Research Institute (ABRI) software, which was 
designed to quickly and affordably accommodate multiple breeds. Without a program like ABRI, or the 
other boiler plate registration software marketed by Digital Beef, the computer programming to 
accommodate multiple breeds can be prohibitive.

An example is when Lowlines changed their name to Aberdeen. This required that every form and report 
had to be reprogrammed to accommodate the name change, and would have been prohibitive with less 
flexible registration software.

It is an exciting time in the seedstock industry with the infrastructure quickly coming into place to 
maintain breed functions for associations that have lost critical mass. It is safe to say that if breeds don’t 
take these opportunities to both improve efficiency, as well as define the breed’s roll in crossbreeding 
systems, they are on a path to no longer remain relevant in the commercial industry. — Dr. Bob Hough, 
WLJ correspondent

Dr. Bob Hough is the retired executive vice president of the Red Angus Association of America and a 
freelance writer.
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       K-State 
   Research and Extension

K-State, industry experts outline criteria 
for buying bulls

Genomic advancements mean more information is 
available than ever before - February 11, 2020

MANHATTAN, Kan. – For cattle producers, bull sale season has arrived. Prospective buyers are flipping 
through the sale catalogs and studying the pedigree information, performance data and bull pictures 
trying to determine where they want to make their investment
As genomic advancements have progressed, cattle producers have more information than ever before 
to help with their selections. But for some, all that data can be overwhelming and make it difficult to 
know what information they should prioritize.
Experts at Kansas State University’s Beef Cattle Institute addressed data-driven bull selection during a 
recent podcast to help cattle producers sort through the data. Dan Moser, president of Angus Genetics, 
Inc., joined the Kansas State team and offered the following advice.

Genetic Priorities on Data
“Focus first on the economic indexes,” Moser said. He explained that an index is a number that 
combines trait EPDs (Expected Progeny Differences, which are an estimate of the animal’s genetic 
merit for a given trait compared to other animals) weighted by their economic impact.
K-State beef extension specialist Bob Weaber cautioned buyers to align with the right index for their 
operation.
“One of the biggest mistakes producers make with indexes is that they select bulls on one index, but 
raise the calves under a different scenario,” Weaber said.
Moser explained it further by citing the terminal index. “Think about it as a steer index because it 
combines growth and carcass traits, but does not include maternal traits such as calving ease and cow 
longevity,” he said.
In a scenario where those who are raising cattle don’t retain ownership through the cattle feeding phase 
or participate in a feeder cattle marketing program that documents carcass merit  there may not be a 
benefit to selecting on the terminal index because the cow/calf producer isn’t getting paid a premium on 
the calves.
While studying the data is an important part of the buying process, Weaber recommends producers do 
a visual inspection of the cattle.
“While we are improving EPDs and indexes, it is still important to look at the cattle for structural issues 
so you know that the bulls are sound and will be able to service cows for a long time,” he said.
The experts also agreed that there is some data that producers can discard.
“Don’t focus on the actual weights and measures because those have already been included in the 
EPDs,” Moser said. Weaber added that the buyer needs to confirm with the seedstock operator that all 
of the actual data has been turned into their respective breed association so that the purchaser is 
assured of accurate data.
“I advise commercial buyers to extend that review of data to the dams of the bulls in consideration,” 
Moser said. “If you are going to base your selections on indexes and EPDs, which you should, then you 
also need to be working with seedstock producers who are the complete recorders and submitters of 
the data.”
Bull-to-Cow Ratio
As producers plan for their upcoming bull purchases, it is advisable that they know what the breeding 
demands of that sire will be. Age of the bull, terrain, length of the breeding season are just some factors 
for consideration when trying to estimate that number according to veterinarian Bob Larson.
“The national average is one mature bull for every 30 cows,” Larson said.
Weaber added that yearling bulls will not be able to breed as many cows in season as mature bulls. 
“Figure out how many months old the bull is at turnout and then follow the rule of one cow per bull for 
each month of his age,” he said.
Larson also stressed the importance of watching the bulls closely during breeding season to look for 
signs of their inability to mate.

19



If there are breeding challenges during the season, Weaber and Larson said that the relationship with 
seedstock producers in the area will be of importance.
Other Bull Buying Considerations
“Most commercial producers will buy cattle within a 100-mile radius of their ranch. I encourage them to 
get to know their seedstock vendors in their area,” Weaber said. “Get sale catalogs and go look at bulls 
at a variety of places, and evaluate how those seedstock producers can service your needs.”
Moser added that it is also a good idea for the prospective buyer to visit the ranch of the seedstock 
supplier outside of the sale day.“Seedstock producers have high value animals. As the buyer you want 
to make sure they raise cattle in a similar way to how you do,” he said.
Larson added that commercial customers should consider the services provided by the seedstock 
operator when making that purchase.
“A lot of breeders provide transportation services but some will provide even more like helping you 
market your feeder calves and providing connections with others in the cattle chain,” he said.
Moser added: “Write a job description for your bull and then make sure is he qualified for the one you 
write.”         More information on this topic is available on a weekly podcast produced by the Beef Cattle Institute.

Helping the Newborn Calf Breathe
Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University
February 12, 2019
Despite our best efforts at bull selection and heifer development, 
cows or heifers occasionally need assistance at calving time. 
Every baby calf has a certain degree of respiratory acidosis. 
Acidosis is the result of the deprivation of oxygen and the 
accumulation of carbon dioxide that results from the passage 
of the calf through the birth canal. The excess of carbon dioxide 
results in a build-up of lactic acid (therefore the acidosis.) In order 
to correct the lack of oxygen and the excess of carbon dioxide 
and its by-products, the healthy calf will pant vigorously shortly 
after birth. Some calves, however, may be sluggish and slow to 
begin this corrective process.

It is imperative that the newborn calf begins to breathe as soon as possible. To stimulate the initiation of 
the respiratory process, a few ideas may help. First, manually clear the mouth and nasal passages of 
fluids and mucus. Traditionally, compromised calves were held up by their hind legs to allow fluid to drain 
from the airways, but now many veterinarians and animal scientists don't recommend this. Most of the 
fluid that drains from an upside-down calf is stomach fluid, important to health. Holding the calf by its 
hind legs also puts pressure on the diaphragm from abdominal organs, interfering with normal breathing. 
It's better to use a suction bulb to clear the airways.

Hanging the calf over a fence also is not a recommended method for a sluggish newborn. The weight of 
the calf on the fence restricts the movement of the diaphragm muscle. The fence impairs the 
diaphragm’s ability to contract and move. This diaphragm activity is necessary to expand the lungs to 
draw in air and needed oxygen.

A better method is to briskly tickle the inside of the nostrils of the calf with a straw. This will usually cause 
the calf to have a reflex action such as a “snort” or cough. The reflex cough or “snort” expands the lungs 
and allows air to enter. Expect the calf to pant rapidly for a few minutes after breathing is initiated. 
Panting is the natural response that increases oxygen intake and carbon dioxide release and will allow 
the calf to reach normal blood gas concentrations.
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Elm Side Farm
Registered Simmental CattleRegistered Simmental Cattle
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Visitors are always welcome  –  Call for directions
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FAMILYFAMILY

Art Reynolds, 
Barb, Roger and Darby
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               Walton, N.Y. 13856                

Barn:  607-865-6888   
Cell: 607-434-3058

elmsidefarm@frontiernet.net

ESS Farrah F21 – Remington Secret Weapon x Lazy H She's Too Cool



Colostrum: The Nearly Magical Mix
Maureen Hanson, February 12, 2020 

It’s been said by many a scientist and veterinarian that there are no “silver 
bullets” or “miracle cures” when it comes to raising healthy, productive calves. 
No pill or potion can outdo the fundamentals of clean, dry bedding; abundant 
and precise nutrition; and excellent ventilation.
But if anything comes close, it doesn’t come out of a vial or bottle. It comes 
out of the dam’s udder, right after the calf is born, and it’s essentially “free” of charge. Colostrum, it 
turns out, is the super-powered serum that has the potential to directly impact calves’ health, growth 
and productivity, from Day 1 through adulthood.
Colostrum is widely recognized as a critical source of immunoglobulin G (IgG), a protective antibody 
that helps calves ward off disease-causing organisms until their own immune systems are up and 
running. Calves’ ability to absorb IgG through the intestinal wall and into the bloodstream declines 
significantly after 4 hours postpartum, which is why timely delivery of the first colostrum feeding is so important.
Researchers have noted that, in addition to IgG, colostrum packs a veritable goody basket of other 
benefits for the newborn calf, including other immunity and growth boosters; warmth; hydration; high 
levels of energy-ready fat; and other important nutrients including fat-soluble vitamins, vitamin B12, 
and iron.  
Just how much of a difference does colostrum make? A group of Chinese researchers examined that 
issue in a recent study published in the Journal of Dairy Science (Yang et al., 98:7153-7163).
 In that study, 24 newborn male Holstein calves received one of three types of feedings on their first 
day of life – first-milking colostrum, transition milk (harvest from cows 2 or 3 days after calving) or 
whole (bulk tank) milk. An additional 4 control calves received no feedings, and were euthanized and 
necropsied shortly after birth to establish a comparative baseline for intestinal structure.
Calves in the feeding study received 4.0 L of their prescribed types of milk immediately after birth, and 
another 2.0 L at 8 hours after birth. From Day 2 of life forward, all 24 calves received identical care, 
feeding and housing.
At Day 8 of life, 4 calves from each feeding group were euthanized and necropsied, so the 
researchers could evaluate the effects of the various treatments on both physical performance and 
digestive-tract development. Among their findings:
The IgG levels ingested by the calves were 422.4, 231.6 and 3.6 ug/mL for colostrum, transition milk 
and whole milk, respectively.
The calves fed colostrum had the most advanced and uniform digestive-tract development, with the 
longest and widest intestinal villus heights and highest crypt depths. Mucosal thickness was also 
highest for the colostrum-fed group.
In contrast, the villi in the calves fed whole milk were described as non-uniform, sparse, and severely 
atrophied.
On Day 8, weight gain in the colostrum group averaged a total of 2.2 kg. (4.85 lb.) per head and in the 
transition-milk group, 1.7 kg. (3.74 lb.) per head. The whole-milk group lostan average of 0.4 kg. (0.88 
lb.) per head.
Calves in the colostrum group experienced no diarrhea, and none died during the study. One calf in 
the transition-milk group had diarrhea. Five calves in the whole-milk group had diarrhea, and 3 of 
those animals died.
The researchers said their findings reinforced the value of colostrum in establishing immunity after 
birth, which could assist in reducing the effects of disease-causing organisms, promoting digestive-
tract development, and thus supporting growth, health and survivability in calves. Their work further 
verifies the “magic” that can be worked by clean, high-quality, efficiently delivered colostrum.
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Calf Tube Feeding Done Right
Maureen Hanson, February 11, 2020
An esophageal tube feeder can be a lifeline for young calves, delivering colostrum, milk or electrolytes 
when they are unable to suckle a bottle. But incorrect use of these feeders can be dangerous or even 
deadly. The University of Wisconsin Dairy Extension team shares advice on the best methods for using 
tube feeders. ( Maureen Hanson )
Colostrum, milk and electrolytes all can be vital to calf survival, and may need to be delivered via an 
esophageal tube feeder if calves are unable to suckle a bottle.

But tube feeders also can be the source of bacterial infections, pneumonia and even sudden death if 
used incorrectly. The University of Wisconsin Dairy Extension team has produced a short video 
demonstrating the best practices for using esophageal feeders in young calves. Their advice included:

*  Before using a feeder, inspect the tube for rough edges or visible cracks. Rough tubing can cause 
abrasions to the calf’s esophagus. A rough surface or cracks also can harbor bacteria that can introduce 
gastrointestinal disease to the calf. Tube feeders damaged in these ways should be discarded and 
replaced.
*  Calves only should be fed with a tube feeder if they can stand, or at least sit upright on their sternum. If 
they are lying flat or their digestive tract already is full, do not use a tube feeder, because it is much more 
likely you will insert the tube incorrectly and potentially drown the calf.
*  Before inserting the tube, clamp or kink the tubing so no liquid can pass. Lubricate the ball tip of the 
tube with the liquid you are feeding.
To insert, slide the tube down the left side of the calf’s tongue, which will cause it to swallow. Wait 
patiently for the calf to swallow, then pass the tube down the esophagus, while keeping the calf’s nose 
below its ears. 
*  Once inserted, you should be able to feel two distinct tubes by pressing the exterior of the calf’s neck. 
One is the tube feeder, and one is the  trachea. If you slide the tube back and forth and can’t feel it 
moving, or notices sprints of air at the end of the tube, you have likely passed the tube down the  trachea. 
Gently remove the tube and try again. 
*  If the tube is placed correctly, release the liquid and hold it above the calf to allow gravity to transfer it. 
Continue to keep the calf’s nose below its ears, and allow all of the liquid to pass into the rumen before 
removing the tube.
*  Remove the tube in one swift, gentle motion, while holding the calf as still as possible. 
Cleaning and sanitizing esophageal feeders also is essential to 
discourage bacterial growth. The Wisconsin educators 
recommended a five-step process:

Rinse the feeder with cool (about 90˚F) water.
Soak in hot (130˚F+) water with 1% chlorinated alkaline detergent.
Wash with hot water (145˚F+). Use mechanical abrasion with a brush 
to break up fat particles from colostrum and milk.
Rinse with cold water. 
Disinfect following directions for commercial disinfectant, and hang
feeder pieces to allow them to dry thoroughly.
Finally, the team recommended purchasing separate feeders for 
electrolytes and colostrum/milk so one feeder always is clean, dry 
and available for its intended purpose.
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NEW YORK SIMMENTAL ASSN.
Jeanne White – Simme Valley
6493 Stauber Rd, Groton, NY 13073-9430

SimBreeders have 
Solutions!

Newsletter
Do you have something to sell?  Or are you raising beef for fun?  You 

can't afford NOT to advertise!  Also, we need interesting articles.

Newsletter:

January-February Issue
News in by – Jan 15 
          
April-May Issue
News in by – Apr 1

July- August Issue
News in by – July 15

September-October 
News in by – Sept 15

November-December
News in by Nov 15

Classified Ads - $4.00
For up to 20 words

Business Card Ad $6.00

¼ Page Ad $12.00
½ Page Ad $20.00
Full Page Ad $40.00

Send your ads or news to:
Jeanne White
6493 Stuaber Road
Groton, NY 13073
Jeanne@SimmeValley.com

NEXT MEETING:
June 27, 2020 – Noon – Picnic – Bring a dish to pass

Matt Wilkes, Roads End Farm
Please RSVP – Jeanne@SimmeValley.com 
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Rome, NY
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