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Next Simmental Meeting  
 

Next meeting will be held at the  NYBPA Winter Management Meeting January 22nd, 2011 at 3:30pm in 
the Gemini Room.  We will be auctioning off the prime pages for the directory!  We look forward to seeing 
you there! 

Donôt forget!  We will be auctioning off our Prime Pages for the Directory at the Annual 

Meeting at 3:30pm in the Gemini Room on Saturday January 22nd! 

Come buy your page and help sell your cattle! 

Order Your Semen for 2011-2012! 
Jeanne White I will be ordering Semen (any breed or club calf) as a group purchase which saves us quite a lot of 

money.  Semen is shipped to my farm (around end of March) and dispursed from here, generally.  Or can be picked up 

at Stars & Stripes Sale. 

  

You need to be ordering your semen books & picking out your bulls.  Deadline will be around 3-1-11 and that will be 

here sooner than you think. 

  

You have to be a member of NYSA ($20/yr fee).  I don't think anyone that has order 5 units of a popular bull has 

saved LESS than their membership fee.  It's a win win - the more we get to order, the better our prices will be.  I can 

get semen from most any stud.  If it's an "oddball", I need a little extra time. 

  

If you have any questions, just call or email. Jeanne at Jeanne@simmevalley.com 

mailto:amyrugenstein@gmail.com
http://www.newyorksimmental.com


2011 NEW YORK ALL BREED BULL & 

HEIFER CONSIGNMENT FORM  
Sponsored by NYBPA Sale: Empire Farm Days Site, Seneca Falls, NY 

Sale Date: Friday April 22, 2011 7:30 PM 

Name & City (as you want listed in catalog)_________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________ 

Telephone(with area code):_________________________email:________________________ 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS FEBRUARY 1, 2011 

 
1. Consignment fee: $50.00 per head (non refundable). Must accompany entry. 

2. Must be a member of the NYBPA. 

3. Bulls must be registered. Born between Sept. 2009- May 2010. Bulls born between Sept.ô09-Dec.ô09 must be haltered 

and have solid nose rings. 

4.Heifers can be registered or commercial. Open yearlings younger than 18 months old are eligible. Females 18 months 

and older must have calf on side or vet checked pregnant and Halter broke. 

5.All Horned cattle must be halter broke and tied. 

6. All cattle must have a negative BVD Test, and a NYS A1-61 Health certificate. Vaccinated against IBR, BVD, P13, 

BRSV, Leptospirosis (9 way vaccine). A negative TB and Brucellous Test, highly recommended (for out of state sales) but 

not required. 

7. Beef Quality Assurance Certified Producer strongly recommended and will be listed in catalog, but not required. 

8. Minimum Body Condition Score 5.0 (http.//www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/400/400-795/400-795.html), good overall appearance. 

9. Sale Committee has the right to reject animals deemed in poor condition and or poor disposition. 

10. Cattle must be delivered to Sale site April 22 from 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM. 

11. Due to restricted spacing, we are asking for some categories of cattle, (not all) to be halter broke. 

Make checks payable to: NYBPA. Please include signed registration certificate or copy, EPDôs 

performancedata (BW_WW), etc. and extended known pedigree for commercial heifers. Con-

signment photos must also be sent in order to do catalog. 

Mail to: Jeanne White, 6493 Stauber Rd. Groton, NY 13073 Telephone: 607-423-4888 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

NYBPA **Annual Dues** $30.00 

Membership Name:_____________________________________________________________ 

Farm Name:__________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________County:___________________ 

City:________________________________State____________________Zip______________ 

Phone:_________________________________Email:_________________________________ 
 

NYBPA Executive Secretary, Brenda Bippert 

290 Four Rod Road, Alden, New York 14004 Phone: 716-870-2777 

Birth Date Sex Breed Animal Name Registration # Tattoo# 

      

      

      

      



 

INFORMATION NEEDED FOR REGISTRATION FOR ASA  
The following is a brief explanation of the information required to register a Simmental or Simbrah animal. This information 

should be sent on application forms (Herd Handlers) provided by the Association. 
CALF IDENTIFICATION  

¶ The Calf's tattoo:  brand and location. This is a permanent identification of up to six  characters put on each calf by its 

owner. You may use over six characters if you have purchased a prefix. No two calves in a herd can have the same brand 

or tattoo. A letter  designating the year the calf was born must be included in the tattoo or brand. The only  letters we do 

not use are I, O, Q and V.  

¶ The calf's birth date and sex  

Single or multiple birth code:  Please designate the type of birth for this animal. If you  have twins TO is twin of the op-
posite sex and TS is twin of the same sex. Frozen embryos use FE and fresh embryos use ET. There are special DNA typing 

requirements for the dam and sire of embryo transplant offspring. See ASA Rule and Bylaws. 
PARENTAGE 

¶ Dam's ASA registration number:  This is a unique number assigned by the Association to a dam at the time she was 

registered. If the dam is not registered with ASA, then a permanent identification -not a name-year of birth and her per-
centage breeds such as 100 Angus or 1/2 Mix and 1/2 Hereford are required. 
Sire's ASA registration number:  This is a unique number assigned by the Association to the sire at the time he was reg-
istered. The sire must be registered in the Simmental or Simbrah herdbook before a calf can be registered. Breeders using 

sires of another breed can register calves as Simmental provided the other breed sire is registered with his breed associa-

tion and then with ASA and the dam is a registered Simmental.  
WEIGHTS  

¶ Weaning weights:   The calf's actual weaning weight and date are no longer required for registration; the breeder is 

encouraged to report this information if they have it. Weaning is recommended between 160 and 250 days of age. For con-

temporary groups weaning must be taken the same day.  
Yearling weights:  Breeders are encouraged to supply this information if they have it providing they have also reported 

the weaning weight and date. Yearling is recommended between 330 and 440 days of age. Here again for contemporary 

groups yearling must be taken the same day for all calves.  
 

AUTHORIZATION  

¶ Signature of the owner:  The signature (of an authorized representative) of the person requesting registration veri-

fies the accuracy of the information and gives the Association authority to enter this animal into the Simmental or Simbrah 
herdbook. 

¶ Signature of the breeder:  The breeder's name and signature (of an authorized representative), if different than the 

person registering the calf, are required. The breeder is the person who owned the dam at the time she was bred. If 

breeding or calf at side information was supplied at the time of transferring the dam, the breeder's signature is not require d 

on the herd handler application. If the calf is the result of an embryo and the breeder is not the applicant then the calf ha s 
to be parentage verified by DNA analysis.  

¶ Requesting registration:  A registration certificate will be issued if a check is placed in the registration column on the 

far, right -hand side of the form. By placing a "T" instead of a check, you may request to register and transfer this animal. 

The buyer's name, address and date of sale must be filled in on the application below the calf's information.   
Naming the calf:  Now is the time to report a name for the calf keeping in mind you are allowed to use twenty -four char-
acters including spaces. Names should be letters only characters not eligible for use within an animals name are, ", ',?, ,,@, 

#, ^, *, (), +, =,;,:,!, %, $, <, >. Also, if you are using a prefix it has to be available and approved, there is a $10.00 f ee 
to purchase a prefix. 
PAYMENT 
Self -billing worksheets:  These worksheets are available to help determine the correct fees. Since ASA operates on a 

cash basis, processing can not be completed until payment is received; we do accept Visa and Master cards. The perform-

ance calculation fee will be charged on all calves you are submitting for the first time unless you r eport the calf as being  
dead. 
THER 

¶ Performance calculations:  The registration application is also a form that is used to supply herd performance re-

cords. Breeders are encouraged to list data on all calves in the herd, not just the ones to be registered. By reporting infor-
mation on all calves born (steers, heifers and bulls) a breeder can get a better picture of the performance of his herd, is 

more likely to qualify for the cow award program and contributes to ASA's breed -wide evaluation system. The ASA perform-

ance registry system automatically calculates adjusted weights, within herd ratios and Expected Progeny Differences (EPDs) 
on all animals submitted. 



Annual beef meetings set for Jan. 21&22 in Syracuse.  
To register, go to http://www.nybpa.org/ or call the NY Beef Producerôs Association at 

(716) 902-4305. For program information contact Mike Baker at 607-255-5923.  

  
January 21, 2011 NY Feederôs Conference (8:30-4:00) 
 

 

 

January 22, Winter Beef Management Meeting (8:30-4:30) 
  

¶         Internal Parasite control for feedlot cattle 

Dr. Chuck Guard, DVM, Population Medicine and Diagnostic 
Science, Cornell University 

¶         New Vaccines and Treatment Protocols for Treat-
ing Bovine Respiratory Disease Dr. Robert A. Lynch, DVM Pfizer Animal Health 

¶         On Farm Necropsy For Improving Management 
And Health 

Dr. Chuck Guard, DVM, Population Medicine and Diagnostic 
Science, Cornell University 

¶         Unique Marketing Strategy and Distribution: Mar-
keting Beef to Cornell University Dining 

Matt LeRoux, Marketing Specialist, Tompkins County Cornell 
Cooperative Extension 

¶         Marketing Beef to Cornell Dining - Cornell's Per-
spective 

Therese O'Connor, Manager of Training and Development, 
Cornell Dining 

¶         Forward Contracting Finished Cattle-Farmer's 
Perspective AJ Wormuth, Red Oak Agriculture, LLC. Elba, NY 

¶         Animal Welfare Certificaiton Programs - Local 
Experience 

Kevin Woltemath, Northeast Cattle Procurement Specialist, 
Pineland Farms Natural Meats, Inc. 

¶         Reproductive strategies to increase cow longev-
ity 

Dr. Robert Cushman, Reproductive Scientist, USDA Meat 
Animal Research Center 

¶         Reduce labor and increase performance using 
estrous synchronization Sarah Thorson, Beef Education Manager, CRI/Genex 

¶         Unique Marketing Strategy and Distribution: 
Marketing Beef to Cornell University Dining 

Matt LeRoux, Marketing Specialist, Tompkins County Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension 

¶         Performance of Twinning Herd at the USDA 
Meat Animal Research Center 

Dr. Robert Cushman, Reproductive Scientist, USDA Meat 
Animal Research Center 

¶         Economics of Twinning in the Beef Herd 

Dr. Mike Thonney, Professor Animal Science, Cornell Uni-
versity 

¶         Embryo Transfer-what you need to know 

Dr. Jim Evans, DVM Evans Veterinary Clinic, Centerville, 
PA 

¶         Embryo Transfer-diversifying income for the 
commercial cowherd Dennis Birdsall, Birdsall Beef Farm 

Beefy Baked Chili 

6 Servings 
1 1/2 cups dried pinto beans 

6 cups of water 

1 1/2 lbs beef bonless chuck, cut into 1-inch 

pieces 

1 teaspoon chili powder 

1 table spoon cumin seed 

1 1/2 teaspoons salt 

1 1/2 teaspoons ground red pepper 

3 medium onions chopped 

3 cloves of garlic, finely chopped 

3 cans (8 ounces each) tomato sauce 

1. Heat oven to 325 degrees 

2. Heat beans and water to boiling in 4-quarts oven-proof 

Dutch oven.  Boil 2 mins. 

3. Stir remaining ingredients into bean mixture.  Cover 

and bake until beef and beans are tender, about 4 hours; 

stir.  Garnish with sour cream, chopped onion and 

shredded Cheddar cheese, if desired.   

 

https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nybpa.org%2f


Can You Make Money Farming?  
Popular online course 'Markets & Profits' can help you find out  

  
Many people get into farming for the love of it, with little thought to the considerations of how to establish a business tha t 

will be viable long-term. Who will buy what you grow, and will they pay enough to sustain you through the long years of 

hard work it will take to get the business going?  
  

The popular introductory-level online course Markets & Profits: Making Money Selling What You Grow can help you re-
search these topics, providing resources, a cohort of peers to discuss ideas with, and presenters to focus your planning 

process. The course runs Jan. 20 to Mar 2, 2011.  

  
Taught by experienced CCE educators, the course integrates self-paced weekly activities with real-time webinars featuring 

guest presenters. Join 25 of your farmer peers in a dynamic learning experience and take your farm planning to the next 
level. 

  
COST is $150  

TO REGISTER, or for more details, please visit http://www.nybeginningfarmers.org/index.php?page=onlinecourse  

BQA Recertification Credits 
For those needing to get their Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) recertification, the NY Feeders Conference and/or the Winter Manage-

ment Meeting January 21 & 22 in Syracuse (http://www.ansci.cornell.edu/beef/index.html or contact Brenda Bippert, nybeefproduc-

ers@aol.com) will meet the requirements.  There will be forms available at the meetings for you to fill out and return. 

Other educational meetings may count towards re-certification. To see if a meeting meets the criteria send a copy of the agenda to Mike 

Baker, mjb28@cornell.edu or Carol Gillis, cgillis@nybeef.org, or call (800) 292-6922. 

BQA recertification is required every three years. If you want to know your status, contact Carol Gillis, cgillis@nybeef.org, or call (800) 

292-6922. 

Lamb Chops and Steaks Calm Down Stressed Men  
 

Women who want to calm down their husbands after a stressful day should serve him a big steak, scientists said this week. 
Contrary to popular opinion that a hunk of red meat may make men aggressive, experts said it actually has a calming effect.  

 
The researchers from McGill University in Montreal, Canada, said seeing meat provokes a sense of non-aggression that could 

be related to family feasting among the earliest humans and reminds males of friends and family at meal time.  
 

Lead researcher Frank Kachanoff, Ph.D., admitted he was surprised by the findings. He said the idea that meat would 

prompt aggressive behavior makes sense as it would have helped our primate ancestors with hunting.  
 

However, experiments found that the opposite was true and that the sight of meat had a calming effect on males and made 
them less aggressive.  

 

Evolutionary experts believe it is useful to look at innate reflexes in order to understand trends in society and personal be-
havior. They said this latest research was important because it looked at ways society may influence environmental factors 

to decrease the likelihood of aggressive behavior.  
 

Reprinted in part from Dailymail.co.uk  

https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nybeginningfarmers.org%2findex.php%3fpage%3donlinecourse
https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ansci.cornell.edu%2fbeef%2findex.html
https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=mailto%3anybeefproducers%40aol.com
https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=mailto%3anybeefproducers%40aol.com
https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=mailto%3amjb28%40cornell.edu
https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=mailto%3acgillis%40nybeef.org
https://exchange.cornell.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0792d5affe834bde8a8e525d1d7c7aa1&URL=mailto%3acgillis%40nybeef.org


New York Agri ðWomen Host Annual Meeting  
 
Friday, Feb. 25 from 5:00 -7:00 pm and Saturday, Feb. 26 from 
8:00am-8:00pm. 
New York Agri-Women is a newly founded chapter of the National 
Agri-Women 
organization and is an avenue for women to create their own "vision 
and future" within 

and for, the agriculture industry. 
 
The meeting will feature an impressive roster of speakers, focusing on issues that impact 
New Yorkôs agricultural community and who showcase New Yorkôs diverse and 
dynamic agricultural community. 
ñA highlight of the meeting is a panel discussion with successful women entrepreneurs. 
These women have taken their passion for agriculture and created viable businesses. 
Included in this panel is Erica Leubner, who together with her husband Tim, have grown 
Tim's Pumpkin Patch into of CNY's premier agriculture tourist destination, ò stated New 
York Agri-woman Secretary Sheila Marshman. 
 
Lorraine Lewandrowski, Esq. will lead a series of talks about farm estate planning and 
property law issues. The meeting will also include presentations on legal, policy, and 
business issues facing producers. Also included are social media training sessions 
designed to help members learn about connecting online. 
 
ñThis meeting is an opportunity for women within the agricultural community to network 
and gain knowledge and insight from not only our presenters, but from one another,ò said 
Christine Rolando, CEO of Signet Equine Appraisals and district leader of New York 
Agri-Womenôs Hudson Valley and Catskill Region chapters. 
 
New York Agri-Women is a state affiliate of the American Agri-Women Association that 
advocates and works on national issues affecting the agriculture industry. New York 
Agri-Women hopes to do the same in New York State and has held meetings, tours and 
events state-wide. 
 
Cari Rincker, founder of the New York affiliate said, ñI hope that New York Agri-Women will help 
bridge the gap of understanding between urban and rural New York. We are all connected to our 
food and fiber system.ò 
 
If you are interested in attending the meeting or getting involved with New York Agri-Women, 
please contact Cari Rincker at newyorkagriwomen@gmail.com, call 212-427-2049 or visit the 
website ï www.newyorkagriwomen.com. The organization can also be found on Facebook and 
Twitter. An email discussion group has also been started at http://groups.google.com/group/
newyorkagriwomen. 

NYJBPA Semen Auction 
Support the New York Beef Producer Scholarship Program.  A 

Semen Auction will be taking place during lunch at the Beef 

Winter Management Meeting on Jan 22nd! 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=736235&id=100000118063813


ñColby Classic Showò 

By John Bertand 

 Friday morning strolled around quicker than I thought it would, waking up at five am was not of the usual routine for 

me as a current college student. We planned to leave for Cobleskill New York at eleven oôclock that day and we had much to 

do to make the deadline. Cows needed to be washed truck needed to be loaded, trailer too, and the worst part of the whole 

morning to come was cleaning out the trailer. We got everything cleaned, loaded, and fueled and we were off at ten fifty-five 

a good thing because the two and a half hour drive was going to be a pain because the weather.  

 It was thirty mile per hour winds and rain blowing sideways; it was hard to drive no way around it. We stopped half-

way there to get snacks and drinks and check the cows in the trailer. Bella, Ormy, Gracy, Rick, Lucy, and Rosy were all snug 

in two compartments in the trailer and looked up at me as I made sure they were all alright and tied up tight still. They had a 

look on their faces like what are you doing with us right now? We continued on and finally arrived around two forty-five and 

unloaded the trailer of cows and supplies needed for the weekend. Of course it was still raining, and very cold. We went to 

the barn where we tie up our animals and got everything organized and fed the animals and let the calves nurse. The rest of 

the night was free and had nothing else to do but take care of the animals and keep them warm from the wind and rain. We 

left the animals at six and went to the hotel for the night.  

 The next day we got to the barn at eight and cleaned the animals and washed them quick because we had the whole 

day planned out, and it was a busy one. Beef carcass identification contest was first at nine then herdsman knowledge and 

showmanship at eleven. In showmanship everyone involved in showing had to show an animal and was judged on how they 

composed themselves and the animal. Later we had a judging contest where the kids who were being judged actually got to 

do the judging for once and were competing to see who could do the best judging. At eight oôclock that night we talked with 

a few other families and went out to dinner as a group and had a good time.  

 Sunday morning we woke up at seven got to the barn at eight and was washing the cows again in the most part of the 

morning. The actual showing was starting at twelve and would take most of the day. We had two breeds of cows with us and 

the first breed that was up was our Herefords; we had a cow calf pair in that breed and they went first. My sister walked the 

mother and I walked the calf since it was a little skittish. After that the Simmentals were up and we had four animals in this 

breed, two yearlings which are only around a year old more or less and another cow calf pair. We showed in different groups 

mostly all day and the champions of all breeds were decided around four. We won reserve grand champion with Lucy our 

yearling Simmental and grand champion with our yearling Rosy. Rosy also won Reserve Supreme Champion of all breeds 

and we considered that a good success for the weekend. The cow calf pairs also cleaned up in the classes winning champion 

and reserve. We left the show ring with our last class quite content with our winnings. Later that evening we packed every-

thing up and were supposed to get out of there by seven.  We were out by six and were home by nine, we stopped on the way 

home for a quick dinner.  

 We got the animals off the trailer that night and said leave the rest of the stuff we will get it tomorrow. It was about 

ten when I finally got in the house and cleaned up and went to bed. My family and I talked on the way home about how we 

did this weekend and we considered it quite a great success since this is only our third year showing and we were gaining 

more experience every time we went somewhere different. We won many ribbons and also won some money for the champi-

ons which is not bad for what we usually get. I considered it quite a success. I fell asleep very quickly as I hit the pillow and 

the weekend was over.  



 

Registered Simmental 
Cattle  

Show Calves, Club Calves and Breed Stock 
for Sale.  Cattle for the small breeder and 
pet friendly for the hobbiest.  Also Selling 
Freezer Beef & Pork.  Visitors are always 

welcome. 
Call for directions  

The Reynolds Family 
Art, Barb, Roger and Darby 

 
836 Little Dryden Rd   Barn:607-865-6888 
Walton NY 13856   Cell:  607-434-3058 

elmsidefarm@frontiernet.net 
585 -398 -2273  

585 -746 -5039  cell  
beef18@frontiernet.ne

1848 Risser Rd  
Canandaigua, NY  

Randy, Karen & Amy Rugenstein  
Becky & Tom Snyder  

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raising Simmental Cattle With Proven Genetics  



Coby Classic 

By Stephanie Bertrand 
 

This was my first year at the Coby Classic and I thought it was great.  All the activities and events that were planned for the juniors 

were awesome.  It was so nice to be involved in other activities other than just showing.  I learned a lot from these activities also, 

especially the meat carcass evaluation.  I cannot wait to go next year and have some more fun! 

 

Thank You New York Simmental Association 

By Jala Murphy 

 Every time I reflect on the Coby Classic I think about how cold it was and how much I learned. I ar-

rived on Friday with my two heifers and found where they were going to stay for the weekend. After 

unloading my cows and unpacking my gear, I had a meat identification quiz followed by a pizza party.  

Saturday morning I participated in a judging contest where people brought in different cows and we had 

to judge them. After that I had my showmanship, where I washed, brushed and blow dried my heifer. Before I had my showman-

ship class, Nick Britt and Tom Smith, who I would like to thank, taught me the ñpop and lockò method. This is basically keeping 

your arm straight while setting up your animal. Later that day I had team marketing with my two friends from my county fair. We 

used my black heifer and we had to convince a judge why he should buy my heifer.  We talked about what she won at the County 

and State Fairs.  We also said who her sire was, when she was born, and who she was bred to. It was a hard challenge but also a lot 

of fun.  After that busy and very fun day, I went to my hotel and slept. The last challenge was held on Sunday morning and it was 

team fitting. My team was Nick Britt, Chris Montross and myself. We had only 40 minutes to fit the animal then we had to show 

the judge our animal. One by one, groups were eliminated and after what seemed like eternity, we found we won. It was very excit-

ing!  After the fitting challenge, I had the Fall Festival show which was also a lot of fun. By this point, my first Fall Festival was 

over and I was exhausted but very happy I chose to participate. I am so glad I went because I learned so much and I had so much 

fun. I would like to thank the New York Simmental Association for covering my entry fee. I would also like to give a huge thank 

you to everyone who donated time and money to make the Coby Classic possible.  It was an awesome event! 

Success at Coby Classic 

By Nick Britt  
The Coby Classic in past years has been a very enjoyable and educational show.  This year did not disappoint either.  The weather 

was a bit cold at first but it straightened out into a nice day Sunday, show day.  The 

number of participants who brought cattle has been steadily increasing, and the 

quality of cattle exhibited is fantastic.  I would like to thank the Simmental Asso-

ciation for sponsoring the entries for me and the other Simmental juniors.  I had a 

very successful show day. I brought a yearling heifer and a prospect steer.  My 

heifer won champion Simmental and my steer won champion prospect steer. I also 

won reserve champion showman with my heifer.  In the knowledge and skills tests 

I was awarded 1st overall intermediate and I was a member of the first place team in 

the team fitting.  I had a very good weekend and I would like to thank the associa-

tion for making this possible. 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=100000118063813&pid=390311&id=100000393690147
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=100000118063813&pid=390311&id=100000393690147


Planning For A Good Calving Season 

While most people are thinking of holiday plans and family get-togethers, many beef producers are concerned 

with the rising price of feed ingredients and how winter storms are impacting their cow herds.As a result, this 

is the time of year when calls come in from producers who are shocked by corn and byproduct prices where 

they are. With nearly 90% of fetal growth occurring in the last three months of the cow's pregnancy, we look at 

body condition score as one of the best measures of how the cow will perform during calving, but late-

gestation cow nutrition is important for the health of the newborn calf, too, because the nutrition of the cow 

impacts the eventual calf's immune status and survivability. 

 

In cattle, the survival of the calf is dependent on its receiving high-quality colostrum within the first 24 hours 

of life, because the structure of the placenta prevents the fetus from receiving immunoglobulins (IgG) in utero. 

This is very different from most species, such as humans, which receive IgG across the placenta, and are born 

with the ability to mount an immune response to pathogens. As a result, newborn calves can't fight a bacterial 

or viral challenge until they have acquired passive immunity through the IgG in colostrum. The IgG are a spe-

cialized form of antibodies, gamma globulin proteins, that fight bacterial and viral infections by binding to 

pathogens and neutralizing them. With cattle, the newborn calf's small intestine can only absorb IgG during the 

first 24 hours of life. Furthermore, within the first 24 hours of life, the timing of the calf receiving colostrum is 

critical as the ability to absorb IgG from the small intestine starts to decline after the first 6 hours, and is essen-

tially stopped after 24 hours (Rogers and Capucille, 2000). Therefore, for optimum immunity, the calf needs to 

nurse well within the first 6 hours. With first-calf heifers, this timing is an important management issue, as 

heifers that don't let their newborn calves nurse immediately are in a much greater danger of losing them, or 

having them get sick. 

 

The effects of poor immunity in newborn calves have real economic impacts. Calves with inadequate serum 

immunoglobulin at 24 hours of age were found to be up to nine times more likely to become sick, and five 

times more likely to die before weaning, compared with calves that received adequate immunity, and calves 

that became sick within the first 28 days, after calving, were 35 pounds lighter at weaning than calves that were 

healthy (Wittum and Perino, 1995). As this research showed, colostrum quality and quantity can have a major 

impact on profitability. In a recent study, 6% of calves between 2 and 8 days of age had inadequate immunity, 

10% of calves had a marginal immunity, and one-third of the calves were below the adequate immunity level 

based on a blood serum IgG level of 24g/L (Waldner and Rosengren, 2009). For producers who need to know 

how much colostrum a calf needs, research has found that an adequately nourished beef cow should be able to 

provide an adequate supply of IgG in about 3 liters of colostrum, which means that a calf should consume one 

pint of colostrum for every 20 pounds of calf weight (Rogers and Capucille, 2000). 

 

As cattle go through the winter, they will lose body condition due to the nutrient demands of the growing fetus, 

plus dealing with winter weather, unless nutrition is excellent. From an energy standpoint, body condition scor-

ing is an excellent way to assess the cow herd. In areas where forages are protein deficient, protein supplemen-

tation during late gestation has been shown to have several positive effects on reproduction (Martin et al., 

2007). In all cases, the health of the newborn calf is impacted by the quality of colostrum consumed, based on 

the levels of IgG in the colostrum, and the quantity of colostrum consumed. The nutrition of the cow in late 

gestation determines these, with the production of colostrum beginning approximately 5 weeks before calving 

(Field et al., 1989). While energy and protein status have received the most attention in colostrum research, 

both selenium and vitamin E have been shown to affect the quality, and quantity, of colostrum, and in one 

study by Swecker et al., (1995), higher concentrations of IgG were seen in the colostrum of cows grazing sele-

nium-deficient pastures, and supplemented with a trace mineral salt containing selenium compared with those 

receiving a selenium injection prepartum, or control cows not receiving selenium. This winter's educational 

programs will focus on cow nutrition during late gestation through rebreeding, including the importance of 

mineral nutrition. 
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REGISTERED SIMMENTAL BEEF CATTLE  

Shelly Thorpe  2021 Route 11  Tim Thorpe 

315-677-3342  LaFayette, NY 13084 315-569-3824 

Attention Juniors!  
All new!  The New York Simmental Association 
is offering to pay your entry to the Coby Classic 
and the New York State Fair.  We will pay the 
entry fee for 2 animals.  You must be a member 
for the New York Junior Simmental Association 
and after you participate in the show you 
MUST send a short article to the New York 
Simmental Association Secretary to be pub-
lished in the Simmental Newsletter.  We are 
looking forward to seeing new Juniors!   Early -Bird Scoop for 2011 National 

ASJA Classic:  
Make your hotel accommodations early for 
next summer's AJSA National Classic, Seda-
lia, Missouri, July3-8, 2011. 
Think about going!  Itôs a great experience 
where you meet lots of new people! 

Put your card here!  There is still 

room!  For only $30 you can have 

your business card in the  

newsletter for the next 2 issues!   




